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Breeding Season Report

We are experiencingan early start to the breedingseason with the Thornybush group having laidn
early September Since then, we have sigther groups (KaranKhaya, Rhino Roadiermansbug, Java,
Ntsiri and Camp Georggewhich have laid making a total of seveso farthis season. It seems that with
this rain, a good majority of the groups are getting ready to lajfhe Mabula project has informed us
that they will likely only be taking four redundant chicks this seasonLast years harvested chicks all

survived and arealive and well.

Nests with eggs:  Thornybush (Estimated hatching date = 27 October)
Karan Khaya (Estimated hatiing date = 2 November)
Rhino Road (Estimated hatiing date = 3 November)
Hermansbug (Estimated hatching date = 29 Novembgr
Java (Estimated hatching date £ December)
Ntsiri (Estimated hatching date = 2 December)
Camp George (Estimated hatching date = 2 December)

Lined nests: Giraffe, SenelalaCaroline, Addger, Vlak, Lillydale, Jejan¥ankee Danand Keer

Keer

Fig. 1. Tawane and Karan Khaya nests



Status of Nests

So far there has be no loss of naturak artificial nests. The only repairs that were needed were minor

and were on Yankee Dam artificial nest.

We have acquired new asts of a different design from the Miaula Ground Hornbill Project and we
have already placed three of them on Jejane (which the birds have already lined), Copenhagen (to
replace the broken one from last year) and Birmingham. We have one more of these sdsft which

we are looking to place and should be done in the near future.

Fig. 2. Copenhagen nest (top left), Birmingham nest (top right) and Jejane nest (bottom)



Ringing Alternative

Keeping track of ground hornbills has proven to be a difficult taslwith the idea of using colour rings

on the birdsonot being as successful as planned. Unfortunately, the rings are difficult to see when they

are walking through the grass, they occasiondal AAOOA OT 1 A AAT ACA AT A ETEC
the rings themselves fade and fall off. The Mabula project hasdrelooking for other waysto try

identify wild birds and have begun to mark the facial colouring of the birds. This is done by tattooing

the facial skin of nestlingslt is a quick processwhich does not seem to be stressful to the birdgnd

prevents the risk of injury from rings.

Research

We would like to thank everyone for the extension on the research agreement which was signed in the
past few months. My masters has already begun and we have started collecting data. We have already
got nearly 2 hours of recordings from two of the groupgThornybush and Rhino Road)which we will

use to try and gain a deeper understanding into their vocalisationdVe will also be looking into the
individual contributions towards group activities such as territorial defenseand the feeding of

incubating females and nestlings. The cameras up at the nests will hopefully give us a better insight

towards individual identification and the predation that is occurring on eggs and nestlings.
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Fig. 3. Trap camera photo from Karan Khaya nest
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