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Warden Monthly Report for November 2019 

Bryan Havemann 

Introduction 
 
After a long dry winter period we were blessed with good rain in November.  The first rain was 
on the 13th and rained on and off till the 23rd of November 2019, with an average of 12 mm each 
time giving us a total of 72.5 mm for the month which was measured at the Wardens House.  The 
rain seemed to taper off to the east where only 42.5 mm was recorded at the UWCA managers 
quarters however to the west, a lot more rain fell and Ndlopfu HQ recorded 149 mm for the 
month.  This is only 6.5 km south west from the Wardens House as the crow flies and yet more 
than double the rain fell.  Many of the small tributaries flowed as well as the Tsiri River itself.  The 
Nhlaralumi River that runs past Ingwelala showed no signs of flowing initially even though there 
had been significant rain in the catchment area. It is possible that the large dams upriver in the 
Timbavati first had to fill up and overflow and then it came down covering the causeway at 
Ingwelala and disrupting traffic flow for a couple of hours.  The Ingwelala tractor was 
unfortunately caught in the rising river and ending up getting a good wash.  Just to the east of 
the Enkhulu Gate the Argyle Tar Road was washed away where some large cement culverts had 
got blocked up with debris and the water flowed over and round the large concrete pipes, causing 
extensive damage.  See photo.  
 
With the onset of the rain we also saw many of the migrant birds returning and the 
transformation in the bush was nothing short of remarkable. The “Chick Purrr” call of the 
Woodlands Kingfisher (See Photo) brought a smile to our faces with a host of other migrant birds 
being seen or heard calling, confirming that the season was changing.  Within a week there was 
a green flush of grass and the leaves appeared on dry grey branches as if by magic. We humans 
as the custodians were overjoyed with the rain, but there was an almost perceptible sigh of relief 
from all the wild creatures as the life-giving rain fell.  The proliferation of flowers where the seeds 
had been lying dormant waiting patiently for the rain, burst forth in celebration of the changing 
season.  The Cicada beetle males started with their shrill, screeching, never ending chirping call 
this month, reminding us that Christmas was not too far away.  Lots of tortoise, lizard and snake 
activity as well as Parabuthus scorpions with one staff member being stung and having to spend 
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the weekend in hospital.  Because of the increased activity of all these creepy crawlies, one needs 
to be extra vigilant.  Many animals and snakes were found dead on the tar road access, so please 
drive carefully and give all animals right of way. 
 
UPNR Management Plan 
 
These past months we have been working closely with Greg Martindale and Dr Mike Peel on 
getting the Umbabat Management Plan completed.  A second draft has been sent off to them 
and the following was received from them with regards to the way forward: 
 
The process to complete the management plans for the Associated Private Nature Reserves 
(APNR) is underway and it is anticipated that the draft management plans will be completed in 
the coming months, including the Umbabat.  An important aspect in the completion of the 
management plans and their submission to the Mpumalanga MEC for approval is the need to 
undertake an external stakeholder engagement process. This must be undertaken in order to 
meet the requirements of Section 39(3) of the Protected Areas Act.  The APNR is made up of 
Umbabat, Klaserie, Timbavati, Thornybush and Balule and each reserve is developing its own 
Management Plan. 
 
Accordingly, it is necessary for an external stakeholder combined engagement process to be 
undertaken that allows a review and comment on the management plans from the following key 
stakeholders as well as the APNR neighbouring reserves:  

• Bushbuckridge Municipality & others.  

• Representatives from MTPA &LEDET.  

• Representatives from SANParks, in particular the section rangers in the Kruger National 
Park for the areas that border onto the APNR.  

• Representatives of neighbouring and local communities in the areas around the APNR.  

• Particular interest groups (for example those involved in research in the APNR).  
 
It is recommended that the external stakeholder engagement process for the APNR management 
plans be jointly undertaken, as many of the issues will be common to all reserves and this will 
allow for a more efficient and effective engagement process. The following is recommended:  

• Prior to the direct engagement with external stakeholders, the requirements for 
submission of the management plans to the MTPA in the case of Umbabat, who will 
formally review them within those departments (e.g. ecologists, etc.) and how they will 
be submitted and approved by the MEC, must be determined.  

• Prior to direct engagement with external stakeholders, the management plans should be 
made available for review through their placement on relevant websites and through 
other appropriate media.  

• A single external stakeholder workshop should be undertaken in which representatives 
from the groups identified above be invited to participate. The purpose of the workshop 
will be to present the desired state of each reserve, its vision and objectives and the key 
management interventions that have been identified for the reserves. Stakeholders will 
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be invited to discuss and make comments on the management plans, which will then be 
considered prior to drafting the final management plans.  

• The final management plans should then be made available through their placement on 
relevant websites and through other appropriate media to the external stakeholders to 
show where relevant inputs have been captured and amendments made. 

 
In terms of the timeframes for the completion of this process, it is anticipated that the draft 
management plans for each of the reserves will be sufficiently completed by the end of January 
2020 to enable the joint stakeholder engagement process to be undertaken in early 2020. The 
anticipated timeframes for this process will be:  

• Engagement with the MTPA in January 2020.  

• Placement of the draft management plan on the website for review in early February 
2020. 

• Holding of the joint stakeholder workshop in late February or Early March 2020 (at least 
two weeks after the placement of the management plans on websites).  

• Preparation of the stakeholder engagement report and submission of the management 
authority assignment and management plan to the MEC for approval in March 2020. 

• The Umbabat will first need to appoint a Management Authority and then we have a year 
in which we can submit a final Management Plan to the Mpumalanga MEC, so this will a 
bit longer.  

  
Umbabat Security & Related Issues  
 
The previous Noctuam manager David Jeffree has resigned and the Umbabat Management Team 
were very sorry to see him go.  He has accepted a very high-profile security role in a management 
role with a previous company he worked for and we wish him all the best.  The search was on for 
a suitable replacement and I am very happy to announce that Henry Tarr was interviewed by 
Noctuam and he was appointed for the Umbabat.  Henry has extensive knowledge of the area 
and has an excellent working relationship with Marius Renke the KNP section ranger to our east 
on Houtbosrand section.  Henry worked as a wildland firefighter fighting forest fires in Canada in 
addition to his wealth of knowledge of all aspects of the African bush and conservation in general.  
He spent many years as a guide at Motswari including being head guide.  His intense interest in 
counter-poaching and his ability to supplement the bush training for the field rangers will make 
him a great asset.     
 
The Noctuam field ranger teams were briefed daily and deployed in the field, before being 
rotated. The estimated distances patrolled per team in November 2019 were as follows: 
 

Team Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total kms patrolled 

N2 60 80 51 63 245 

N3 49 48 46 40 183 

Total 109 128 97 103 437 
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The total kilometres covered by both Noctuam vehicles for November 2019 was 2788 km. 
 
The Warden’s Toyota Hilux D/Cab 4 x 4 2.4 Diesel that is sponsored by Lydenburg Toyota covered 
1914 km over November 2019. 
 
We are hoping to get a new repeater installed at the tower on the UWCA in December 2019.  Ivo 
Lassic (Ntsiri member), has been working tirelessly facilitating this.  When the repeater is installed 
it will enhance the communication capability in the region.  Training will be arranged for the key 
managers and the relevant channels will be loaded and revised on the old and new radios. 
 
The last GKEPF Mission Support meeting was held at Timbavati Safari Lodge this month.  This 
was the last joint meeting for the year, and it was confirmed that the Savanna Aircraft that was 
sponsored by Ingwelala touched down at the SAWC the same day on Thursday the 28th of 
November 2019.  This is good news and the addition of this canary yellow Light Sports Aircraft 
(See Photo) will help in keeping the GKEPF area safe from poachers and help with ecological work 
as well.  It was reiterated at the meeting that we all need reliable intelligence to act upon as many 
of the reserves are drowning in information, but do not have the ability to translate this into 
decisive, intelligence driven operations.  Henrick Daffue from the Stop Rhino Poaching NGO has 
developed an App that will help us to manage our counter-poaching operations better.  He will 
offer the training and the software in the new year for us.  The TV White Space and Indigo Satellite 
technology is still being explored as an alternative communication platform. 
 
On Tuesday the 26th of November 2019 the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DEFF) from National Government arranged an audit of all rhino horns in the Mpumalanga 
Province.  I met with the DEFF officials and Mpumalanga Conservation Authorities as the 
Umbabat representative.  The audit was conducted successfully.    
    
 
Ecological, research, monitoring and habitat management 
 
Rainfall measured in November 2019 was 72,5 mm at the Wardens house and 149 mm at 

Ndlopfu HQ.  There was more rainfall that fell to the west of the reserve and slightly less to the 

east on the UWCA.   Temperatures in excess of forty degrees Celsius were measured on a couple 

of separate occasions this month, creating very humid conditions after the rainfall.  As mentioned 

in the introduction, both the Nhlaralumi and the Tsiri Rivers came down in flood after good rain 

in the catchment areas. 

The farm caretaker Richard from Jabula Farm on UWCA found an injured adult African Hawk-

Eagle flopping round in the bush on one of the very hot days.  He was able to catch it and brought 

it to me.  We kept it overnight at the Warden’s House and then organized with the Maholoholo 

Rehabilitation Centre to drop it off early the next day.  They were able to get fluids into it and 

then after getting the vets to do an X-Ray, they found the wing bone was badly broken and would 

be inoperable. The decision was taken to euthanize it because wild birds are highly stressed when 
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kept in captivity especially without their mates.  We are still not sure how the wing got broken 

but was most likely in a fight with another raptor.  

The bush has responded to the rain with vigour and all of the trees are sprouting new leaves.  

Some of the more characteristic trees have also started flowering this month (see photos) such 

as the Purple Pod Cluster Leaf Terminalia prunoides with the cream coloured flowers giving off a 

very strong odour not unlike stinky socks in a rugby change room.  The splashes of yellow flowers 

from the Mopane Pomegranate Rhigozum zambesiacum were also very impressive during the 

less than two-week period they flowered.  Carrying on the yellow flower tradition were the 

African Wattle Peltophorum africanum also known as the “toilet paper tree”.  This is not one or 

two ply; this is tree ply.  

The forbes and flowers that emerged after the rain were also nothing short of spectacular.  Things 

like the beautiful orange flowers of the Tricliceras longepedunculata (See photo) and the 

beautiful round red and yellow ball of the Royal Paintbrush Scadoxus puniceus (See photo) were 

spectacular amongst the green carpet of grass and forbes.  

Despite the rain having fallen there were no signs of baby impala before the end of the month.  

There were however many dung beetles furiously going about collecting and making up dung 

balls where they will lay an egg inside and look for a safe area where they can bury it in the soft 

soil, so that the larvae can hatch and eat the dung from inside out.  After the rain all insects 

seemed to become turbo-charged and one daren’t leave a light on at night as you were inundated 

with an entomologist’s dream.  Be warned for those night drives using a spotlight.  Mosquito’s 

also seemed to have bred up so be cautious of Malaria if visiting over this summer period and 

take precautions.   

 

Fundraising and Partner Opportunities 

The rugby legend, Joe Pieterson saw me in the parking lot at Hoedspruit with my sponsored, 

branded vehicle from Lydenburg Toyota.  We struck up a conversation and he was telling me 

about the conservation and counter-poaching work he and his brother Willem are doing and 

asked if they could assist the Umbabat.  We set up a meeting and this past month had a delivery 

of equipment to the Umbabat field rangers, which was donated by Cape Union Mart.  See photo.  

They have done extensive filming in the Kruger2Canyons Biosphere on Conservation Issues and 

are intimately involved in supporting counter-poaching initiatives and raising awareness. 

For those who do not know, Joe Pieterson is a South African rugby union player who currently 

plays as the fly-half for the San Diego team in Major League Rugby. He started his career 

at Western Province, playing for them in the domestic Currie Cup and Vodacom 

Cup competitions, as well as representing the Stormers in Super Rugby. Joe has played for 

Bayonne and Biarritz in France, and also played for the Cheetahs, Sharks in South Africa, and 

Kamaishi Seawaves in Japan.  Joe was also a South African Sevens rugby player and was capped 
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as a Springbok.  The Umbabat is delighted to have this association with two highly motivated 

brothers and we will be looking at getting them involved in the predator research study we hope 

to initiate next year.  Their passion and commitment for the conservation and counter-poaching 

cause is infectious and we hope to build on this platform, for the benefit of the Umbabat. 

The Xmas Buckets of Love that Lindsey Jones coordinated was also a great success.  Thank you 

to all who contributed and brought such happiness to children who perhaps would not receive 

anything this year because of their dire circumstances.  The field rangers at Umbabat were 

overjoyed to receive these gifts for their children and were blown away that we would even think 

about them in this way. See the photos. 

The under six age group at Sigagula being brought up by their Grandparents on a state pension, 

were also overjoyed when received their buckets.  Many of these children are orphans and seen 

as vulnerable and would not have the means to buy anything at Xmas time.  See photo.  

I attended a Preliminary meeting at Tsakane Special School in RDP Village, Acornhoek, with 

Lindsey Jones.  In attendance were the Induna, Municipal Officials, School Principle and 

representatives of the Ward Councillor to discuss the proposed Umbabat Green Village 

Initiative.  This initiative aims to create sustainable solutions to environmental issues facing the 

community, through a competition.  It was well received and fully supported, and we await Tribal 

Authority approval before it can commence. 

 
Sustainable Utilisation and Problem Animal Control 
 
After the initial off-take submission for the Umbabat was sent to the APNR Warden, all the other 
reserves requests were consolidated and sent in the required format to SANParks.  They gave 
their endorsement with some conditions and as of the end of November the proposal was with 
the provincial authorities awaiting their approval.  The provincial conservation authorities will 
then authorise the off-take allocation once they are satisfied that all criteria have been met.  Once 
this is received the actual permits will need to be applied for separately as and when the need 
arises.  
 
I organised for Elephants Alive to come and age the lower jaws of the elephants we had on the 
reserve.  See photo. This method gives one an accurate idea of an elephants age based on the 
eruption of the molars and the physical measurements of the jawbone (mandible) using the 
Stansfield method.     
 
Towards the end of the month there were some Black Mambas that were in members’ homes 
and the staff quarters that had to be removed.  A Mozambique Spitting Cobra was also found at 
the Ntsiri HQ and relocated.  With the very hot days being interspersed with the rainy days, the 
snakes were particularly active in the hot, humid conditions. 
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Mid-month I received a report from Andy Paterson of an adult lioness that had an injury to her 
right hind leg.  The following morning, we went to where she was last seen and saw that her 
tracks were leading north to the KNP cutline.  The field rangers reported seeing this injured 
lioness and I asked them to keep her in sight so that we could make an assessment.  The lioness 
had already crossed over into Houtbosrand Section in the KNP.  I was able to see her through the 
binoculars and it appeared as if the right hind foot was off.  This could be as a result of a snare or 
possibly a fight with other lions.  Being in the KNP we could not follow up, but I immediately 
alerted the Section Ranger, Marius Renke who tracked the lioness that afternoon, but he was 
unable to locate her.  He believes that she did not make it because of the severity of its injury.   
 

 
 
Wishing all who are associated with the Umbabat a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and 
trust that you will have a relaxing and peaceful festive season.   
 
Kindest regards 
 

 
Bryan Havemann 
Umbabat Private Nature Reserve Warden 
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Photographs November 2019 

  

African Hawk-Eagle found on ground and taken to 

Maholoholo Rehabilitation Centre. 

After the wing was x-rayed the break was found to be 

too bad and it had to be euthanised. 

  

Juvenile Boomslang killed on the tar road by a car. Western Yellow-Bellied Sand Snake killed on tar road. 

  

Mopane Pomegranate Rhigozum zambesiacum in 

flower for about 10 days during November. 

Close up of the Mopane Pomegranate flowers which 

were scattered across the landscape.   
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Cicada Beetle with their thrill call after the first rains, 

sometimes called a Christmas Beetle because of the 

time of year they are so vocal.  Only the males call. 

Spiny Caterpillar looking like horror movie extra 

searching for plant material to munch after the rain. 

  

Parabuthus scorpion with very thick tail, already 

responsible for stinging a staff member at Ntsiri.  

Centipede out after the rain. 

  

First rains falling after the dry winter.  Tsiri River coming down in flood.  
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Nhlaralumi River in flood over causeway at Ingwelala. Ingwelala tractor stuck in river after an attempted 

crossing. 

  

Miniature chimneys built by termites after the rain. Red velvet mites came out after the rain. 

  

Spot the snake in the bush. Vine snake perfectly camouflaged.  
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Near to Enkhulu Gate the Argyle Tar Road washed 

away.  A temporary detour was created for access. 

African Wattle Peltophorum africanum in flower this 

month with yellow-clumped flowers. 

  

Savanna Light Sports Aircraft has arrived at the SAWC 

and will be managed by the GKEPF Air Wing.  A big 

thanks to all the Ingwelala sponsors. 

Beautiful orange flowers of the Tricliceras 

longepedunculata growing on the road verges and 

disturbed areas.  

  

Woodlands Kingfisher returned in November.  Their characteristic “Chick Purrr” call is a sure sign 

summer is here. 
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Purple Cluster-Leaf Terminalia prunoides flowering this 

month with characteristic smelly flowers. 

Purple Cluster-Leaf flowers alongside the characteristic 

pods. 

  

Lindsey handing the Xmas buckets of love to Noctuam 

field ranger.   

The rest of the field rangers receiving the Xmas buckets 

of love at their HQ. 

  

Royal Paintbrush Scadoxus puniceus flowered after the 

rain on Ntsiri. 

Lindsey handing over the Xmas buckets of love to the 

under six-year olds at the Sigagula Children’s Centre. 
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Joe Pieterson and his brother Willem handing over the 

Cape Union Mart equipment to Noctuam. 

Lindsey with Pieterson brothers, Joe and Willem. 

  

Elephants Alive field team ageing the lower jaws from 

elephant that have died. 

Tammy from EA working out the number of molars in 

the jaw and with the measurements being able to 

accurately determine the age of the elephant. 

  

Grey tree frogs churn out these white foam nests 

where their eggs are laid after the rain.  

Dung beetles have been particularly active this month.  

It is a *$@% job, but somebody has to do it! 
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Sandros at Tloupane distraught at his two prime 

Mopane trees being pushed over by elephants. 

With a little help we were able to get them replanted 

and growing upright. Cement pyramids help deter the 

elephants. 

  

A Western Yellow-Bellied Sand Snake hunting lizards. After a successful hunt the Sand snake waiting for the 

venom to take effect so it can devour its prey. 

 

 


