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Warden Monthly Report for January 2020 

Bryan Havemann 

Introduction 
 
Over the last 4 years the Umbabat area has been gripped in drought conditions with below 
average rainfall.  This January the rain that fell supplementing the previous two months rainfall 
has resulted in outstanding growth in the grass sward and the trees.  The standing crop biomass 
is the highest it has been in years and bodes well for the dry season where there should be more 
than enough food to sustain the wildlife populations. 
 
Those of you that were privileged to be here in January would have seen how lush the bush is 
where in places it looks more like a tropical jungle that a savanna biome.  The insect life, birds, 
reptiles and mammals all seem to be celebrating in this time of plenty.  An annual event and very 
impressive was the Brown-veined white butterfly migration with tens of thousands of these 
butterflies crossing the reserve in a north easterly direction. The flowers once again are blooming 
all over the place most notably the Wild foxgloves, Yellow mouse-whiskers, and a host of others.  
See photos.  
 
This month Lydenburg Toyota sponsored a new vehicle for the Umbabat Warden.   
 
All the entities within the Umbabat had a meeting in Johannesburg to discuss the sustainable 
utilization policy within the reserve this month.  This is an integral part of our ecological 
management as well as an income generator that helps cover the costs of running the reserve. 
 
The first Associated Private Nature Reserves (APNR) and Joint Operations Committee (JOC) 
meeting took place for the year at the Timbavati Head Quarters in the museum.  The Chairman 
and Warden represented the Umbabat in this forum. 
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UPNR Management Plan 
 
Greg Martindale is finalizing the regional annexure template with the Ingwelala information and 
updating the first draft of the Umbabat Management Plan.  By mid-February next month, we 
hope to have the 2nd draft ready once we receive it back from him.  Dr Mike Peel is also refining 
his contribution and has been liaising closely with Greg and ourselves.   
 
Umbabat Security & Related Issues  
 
Because of the good grazing there does seem to be some rhino moving through onto the reserve 
from neighbouring areas.  It is imperative that sightings are not broadcast over open radio 
channels.  However innocent it might seem, there might be a person involved either directly or 
indirectly in rhino poaching wanting any information and would love to have a positive location.  
Even using words like “unicorn” or other words to try cover up the rhino ID is not wise.  Please 
do not share photos of rhino because this not only confirms the presence of rhino populations 
but could also have important data linked to the photo that others might be able to pinpoint their 
location. 
 
The Noctuam field ranger teams were briefed daily and deployed in the field, before being 
rotated. The estimated distances patrolled per team in January 2020 were as follows: 
 

Team Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total kms patrolled 

N2 59 70 64 68 261 

N3 58 58 60 64 240 

Total 117 128 124 132 501 

 
The total kilometres covered by Noctuam vehicles for January 2020 was 5242 km. 
 
The Warden’s White Toyota Hilux D/Cab 4 x 4 2.4 Diesel was handed back to Lydenburg Toyota 
on Friday the 17th of January 2020.  It had covered 1332 km in January 2020 up to that point.  The 
new Beige colour Toyota Hilux was collected on Tuesday the 21st of January 2020 and covered 
679 km till the end of the month.  Total kilometres for the Warden for the month was 2011 km.  
Lydenburg Toyota did provide a loan vehicle while the new vehicle was being readied.  
 
The refurbished radio repeater we were hoping to have ready in January did not happen, so other 
options have been pursued where we are looking at buying a new unit which will be installed by 
the supplier with the required programming and training done.   
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Ecological, research, monitoring and habitat management 
 
Rainfall measured in January 2020 was 131.5 mm at the Wardens house.  The trend remained 

that more rain fell to the west of the reserve and less to the east of the reserve.   High 

temperatures in the upper 30’s and lower 40’s degrees Celsius were recorded, very humid 

conditions after the rain. 

On Ingwelala in January at Poachers Way and Zebra Pan there were sightings of an adult Eland 

cow with a sub-adult.  Ndlopfu members also had sightings on the old airfield. They were 

apparently very skittish but wonderful to see them back on the reserve.  See photos. 

The White Berry Bush Flueggea virosa had its characteristic small white and fleshy fruits 

appearing in January.  See photo.  Interestingly this bush is dioecious (male and female flowers 

on separate plants).  Many other flowering plants and bushes were recorded.  See photos for 

examples and more information. 

The migration of the Brown-veined white Belenois aurota butterfly in South Africa takes place 

during midsummer every year, filling the sky with white clouds of butterflies. These butterflies 

were very evident in the Umbabat in January along with numerous other species enjoying the 

abundance of flowers.  See the photos. According to Johan van der Walt a butterfly expert, the 

migration of these Brown-veined white butterflies affects especially the central, northern and 

north-eastern parts of South Africa, and depending on climatic conditions, their numbers differ 

every year. Following them, are hundreds of insect-eating birds and dragonflies for which the 

slow moving, low-flying butterflies are easy prey. Known as South Africa’s most common 

butterfly and occurring in most areas. Of the family Pieridae, with a wingspan of about 45 mm, 

they originate in the dry regions of the Karoo and the Kalahari where they gather in their millions 

every year in December or January and take to the sky to migrate in a north-easterly direction. 

The butterflies, which lay their eggs on the Shepherds Tree Boscia albitrunca, owe their 

population strength to the tree, which is the main food source of the caterpillars. The masses of 

white butterflies probably play an important role in the pollination of the tree, but there is much 

not known about this ubiquitous butterfly. After crossing the Northern Cape, parts of the Free 

State and North West Province on their journey northeast, they fly across Gauteng, parts of 

Mpumalanga and parts of Limpopo Province. As they fly in a north-easterly direction from the 

Karoo and the Kalahari, more and more join the flight. They also pause to lay eggs along the way. 

Van der Walt says little research has been done about where exactly the butterflies fly to, but 

they have been noticed flying above the ocean near the Mozambique coast, where at the end of 

their journey, they most probably fall into the ocean.  The Umbabat was on their flight path. 
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Fundraising, Sponsorships and Partnering Opportunities 

Lydenburg Toyota have provided a brand-new beige colour Toyota Hilux Double Cab 2.4-liter 
diesel 4 x 4 for the Umbabat Warden.  See photos.  The previous white Toyota Hilux was replaced 
after 30 000 km with the new one.  This sponsorship is worth so much more than just the financial 
saving and the commitment of Lydenburg Toyota through Fanie Erasmus (Snr & Jnr) is highly 
valued and much appreciated.   
 
One of the Ntsiri members has sponsored several counter poaching camera traps and another 
Ntsiri member through the sale of indigenous plants raised a substantial amount of money with 
a large personal contribution as well, for counter-poaching operations and field ranger ecological 
patrols.  
 
There was an official handover of a giant cheque of R68 335.44 to the Tsakani Special School by 
the Umbabat Chairman, Theo Van Wyk and Communications and Stakeholder Manager, Lindsey 
Jones.  This money was used to purchase 70 school uniforms for the most destitute special-needs 
children attending the school and 225 broad-brimmed hats for all the children at the school.  This 
support is highly valued by Tsakani and our plan is to expand our outreach projects as part of the 
Umbabat Reserves socio-economic commitment in these rural communities in the future.  See 
photos.  
 
Sustainable Utilisation and Animal Control 
 
Limited numbers of Mopani Worms Gonimbrasia belina were seen in January on the Umbabat. 

Like most caterpillars, the mopane worm's life cycle starts when it hatches in the summer, after 

which it proceeds to eat the Mopani Tree leaves in its immediate vicinity. As the larva grows, it 

moults four times in its five larval stages, after which the mopane worm is considered most 

desirable for harvesting. Provided that the larva has not been harvested after its fourth moult, it 

burrows underground to pupate, the stage at which it undergoes complete transformation to 

become the adult Emperor Moth. This stage happens over winter, for a duration of 6 to 7 

months, where after it emerges at the beginning of summer (November or December). The adult 

moths live only for three to four days, during which time they mate and lay their eggs. As mopani 

worms are a good protein source, they attract large numbers of people who seek to cash in on 

the profits from selling the insects as food, even in the Umbabat. This circumstance leads 

to overharvesting, and fewer mopani worms the following year. Any harvesting needs to be 

sustainable and unlimited harvesting in a protected area is not allowed. Staff put themselves at 

risk harvesting without supervision and/or protection in a “Big Five” area. 

A highly invasive Indian Myna bird was shot at the picket on Rietvley on Ndlopfu.  We must do 
everything in our power to prevent them gaining a foothold on the reserve.  There are many 
visuals of them in Hoedspruit and the Limpopo Conservation Authorities have actively started a 
campaign to eradicate them.  The Section Ranger at Letaba in the Kruger National Park also got 
rid of a pair in the camp recently.  Please report any sightings on the reserve. 



5 | P a g e  
 

 
A big thank you to all the members that have been so supportive in so many ways. Let us all work 
together to make sure that the year ahead will help unite the Umbabat as we become compliant 
with national legislation and make the most of our incredible protected area within the Greater 
Kruger area.  We are an important player as part of the open system with the Kruger National 
Park and our other neighbours.  
 
 
Kindest regards 
 

 
Bryan Havemann 
Umbabat Private Nature Reserve Warden 
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Photographs January 2020 

  

Many more impala lambs were seen in January. An impala lamb nursery group on Umbabat. 

  

Wild Cucumber Ceccinia rehmannii creeper flowers, a 

slender, perennial climber.  

Dainty Pavonia Pavonia burchellii found growing in 

shady areas. 

  

Outgoing White Toyota Hilux handed back to 

Lydenburg Toyota at 30 000 km in January. 

Fanie Erasmus (Jnr) the Dealer Principle at Lydenburg 

Toyota handing over the new Toyota Hilux. 
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Brand-new Toyota Hilux D/Cab SRX 2.4 diesel 4 x 4 in 

beige colour, sponsored by Lydenburg Toyota for the 

Umbabat Warden.  

Small Honeysuckle Tree Turraea obtusifolia with its 

shiny dark green leaves often mistaken for wild 

jasmine. 

  

Giant Kingfisher at the designated colour coded fishing 

spot on the Ingwelala causeway over the Nhlaralumi 

River. 

After the good rains the alien plants such as the 

Jointed Cactus are also popping up in the veld.  They 

need to be treated and removed, so we need GPS 

locations if they are spotted. 

  

Vast fields of the Yellow Mouse-whiskers Cleome 

angustifolia seen on the Umbabat in January 2020. 

The Yellow mouse-whiskers are just so beautiful and 

delicate, they needed to be featured again this month. 
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Theo van Wyk and Lindsey Jones with the staff and 

children of the school at the cheque handover. 

Umbabat Chairman handing over cheque to the 

Tsakane Special School principal. 

  

New uniforms and hats paid for by the Umbabat.  Blue Cuckoo wasp seen in the Umbabat. 

  

Termite winged-alates flew out in their thousands 

after the good rain events. 

Mopani worms were seen in limited numbers on the 

Umbabat this year. 
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Wild Foxglove Sesanum trilobum (previously 

Ceratotheca triloba) appeared in dense stands. 

Christmas-tree Acraea Acraea anemosa male 

butterfly. 

  

Bushveld orange-tip Colotis paliene male butterfly. Brown-veined white Belenois aurota butterfly part of 

the great migration. 

  

Collard bull Matambu has fully recovered and has 

filled out with the abundance of graze and browse 

material. 

Tusk wound that had been suppurating pus on 

Matambu’s right rump next to the tail, has healed 

completely. 
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White Berry Bush Flueggea virosa with its very distinct 

fruit seen across the Umbabat. 

Two kudu bulls in a sea of browse material. 

  

Natal Red Top Grass Melinis repens helps to stabilise 

disturbed areas. 

Common Carrot-seed Grass Tragus berteronianus has 

dominated throughout the reserve.  The seeds stick 

like Velcro to any soft surface.   

  

Small African violets Aptosimum linare popping up at 

select locations in the Mopani veld.  

The Purple Cluster-leaf Terminalia prunoides produced 

its characteristic purple pods in January. 
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Blue Wandering Jew Commelina benghalensis “Los my uit” is the Afrikaans name for Syncolostemon 

canescens 

  

Eland photos taken by Dr Alan and Gail Kelly on 

Ndlopfu in January. 

Another angle of the two-eland seen on the Ndlopfu 

airfield. 

  

Devil’s Claw Harpagophytum procumbens Bushveld Crotalaria Crotalaria laburnifolia also known 

as birdflower. 

 

 


