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Warden Monthly Report for April 2020 

Bryan Havemann 

Introduction 
 
The lockdown in the Umbabat has been a very surreal experience. The Warden house near Ntsiri 
HQ is close to the Argyle tar road and historically we have had lots of traffic noise from vehicles 
passing by.  The game viewers at night with the spotlights that rake back and forth creating weird 
patterns on the walls from the tree shadows, the private vehicles that are not adhering to the 
speed limit you can hear from a long way off, the delivery vehicles, the construction tipper trucks 
etc. are all silent now.  The traffic volume is exceptionally low, and the wildlife seems to be using 
the roads a lot more than usual.  Elephants are on the roads a lot at night and the extensive piles 
of dung and scattered branches are evidence of this.  
 
We had some very welcome rain that fell this month and created a new green flush in the grass 
and a last-ditch effort was made by some flowers to get some pollination done.  
 
COVID-19 Coronavirus 
 
After President Cyril Ramaphosa instituted a national lockdown in South Africa on Thursday the 
26th of March 2020 for a period of 21 days till the 16th of April, he then extended it another two 
weeks to the 30th of April 2020. This meant that we will still be in Level 5 at the end of the month 
and the movement of people is restricted.  From the 1st of May 2020 Level 4 will be implemented 
with some concessions for workers to return under strict conditions. Our security providers 
Noctuam and myself continued working throughout this lockdown period. The share block 
managers also assisted with patrols in their respective areas. The National Institute for 
Communicable Diseases (NICD), a division of the National Health Laboratory Service, as of 30th of 
April 2020, confirmed the total number of COVID-19 cases in South Africa at 5 647 and 103 
deaths.  
 
The Umbabat Chairman and Vice-Chairman and the warden have been part of the Greater Kruger 
COVID-19 partnership platform where through Zoom meetings we are discussing all matters 
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relevant to the pandemic and the collective response.  New meetings are scheduled as and when 
new information becomes available.  It has been facilitated by WWF-SA Khetha Project and 
SANParks upper management.  All government departments, NGO’s, private reserves, 
community forums and other stakeholders are involved. 
 
UPNR Management Plan and Regional Greater Kruger Area events 
 
The share block managers are working on their regional annexures to the management plan with 
the Ingwelala template almost complete. 
 
I presented a Webinar in the last week of April to the undergraduate students from the African 
Leadership School of Wildlife Conservation on conservation area management with a focus on 
the private nature reserves role and the importance of proper planning. 
 
Umbabat Security & Related Issues  
 
Johan Ludik the Noctuam Field Manager took up his position the day before the lockdown started 
and remained at his post throughout April.  The Noctuam field ranger teams were briefed daily 
and deployed in the field, before being rotated. The estimated distances patrolled per team in 
April 2020 were as follows: 
 

Team Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total kms patrolled 

N2 75 71 70 76 292 

 
The total kilometres covered by Noctuam vehicles for April 2020 was 3553 km. 
Total kilometres for the Warden vehicle for the April 2020 was 1060 km.   
 
On the 1st of April 2020, the Noctuam field rangers reported many vultures on the northern part 
of the Luttig Trust. I joined up with the Noctuam field ranger and manager and we searched the 
area thoroughly.  It was assumed that it was a small carcass, possibly a leopard kill, as nothing 
suspicious was found. 
 
Andrew De Luca reported multiple gunshots to me coming from west of the farm Brazilie on the 
morning of the 20th of April 2020.  The Noctuam team responded immediately and found staff 
from Motswari conducting a target shooting exercise at Motswari Dam.  They had informed 
Timbavati HQ but had forgotten to inform the Umbabat. We received an official apology from 
their top management.  
 
Andrew De Luca also reported tracks to me of 2 females and 1 male walking on the access road 
to Motswari.  Noctuam staff investigated and found owners from Ntakabusi camp who had been 
doing a walk from their farm.  They were advised to not walk on the public access road and abide 
by the lockdown rules. 
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The Ntakabusi landowners reported borehole pipes that were stolen on the 10th of April 2020 to 
me.  I alerted the Noctuam team to be on standby to assist the SAPS when they arrived to 
investigate. The landowners in the meantime did their own investigation and found that another 
landowner had stolen the galvanized pipes.  A case of theft was opened. 
 
Ecological management and meetings 
 
Rainfall measured in April 2020 was 62.5 mm at the Wardens house.  This rain brought back a 

green flush to the grass cover and stimulated more insect activity. The daily temperatures were 

in the upper twenties with only a few days exceeding thirty degrees and the nights remained 

relatively cooler.  White puffy clouds against a blue-sky backdrop with a light breeze were typical 

of the mild days in April.   

This month the rutting season for the impala rams started in earnest and the characteristic 

“gorra gorra” rasping growl that accompanied these fights for dominance was heard both day 

and night.  There were some casualties as is shown in the photo section of the ram that had his 

ear badly torn.  They sort out the hierarchy and the dominant rams get to choose a harem and 

mate with the ewes.  The lambs will be born in November after the seven-month gestation 

period. 

There has also been an influx of elephants in the area especially elephant breeding herds.  

Several ‘musth’ bulls were also encountered. 

On the 15th of April 2020 vulture activity was seen on the northern boundary of Ingwelala.  I was 
in the area with John Llewellyn and we checked the area thoroughly.  Found a young giraffe that 
had been caught by lions.  This was about 200 meters into the KNP, and this was reported to the 
Houtbosrand section ranger, Marius Renke. 
 
In the last week of April there was an old male giraffe that we suspect might have been struck 
by lightning found dead.  The vulture activity also alerted us, and the carcass was located on Ntsiri 
near to Zebra Dam.  Apart from an old leopard it was consumed by spotted hyenas and the 
vultures.  See photo.  
 
Large buffalo herds as well as small groups of buffalo bulls were seen throughout this month.  It 
is possibly the ample grass and water availability that has brought them back in numbers.   
 
Fundraising and Partner Opportunities  

During April, Lindsey was able to raise R35 000 for food parcels for 127 families in the rural 

villages. Through our partnership with South African Medical Expedition (SAME) which is a Non-

Profit Organisation (NPO), these were distributed to the families.  Umbabat has also contributed 

and this has been a great help in us meeting our socio-economic obligations.  See photos. 

We still require ongoing donations and a GoFundMe page has been set up.  The link can be found 

on the Umbabat Facebook page and group.    
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Sustainable Utilisation and Animal Control 
 
Because of the lockdown regulations there was no sustainable utilisation that took part this 
month. 
 
I received a radio call from Andy Paterson on the 1st of April 2020, that there was a severely 
injured lioness on his farm.  I first alerted the authorities from Mpumalanga about the situation 
and they gave me the permission and authorisation to investigate and deal with the situation.  I 
was told it had been mauled by hyenas, but when I saw the lioness it appeared to have had a 
buffalo that had inflicted injuries to the old lioness with its horns.  It was lying close to Nsala 
Lodge and there were two families that were there for the lockdown and this lioness posed an 
immediate danger.  The intestines were protruding, and the lioness was very thin.  The decision 
was taken to euthanize it because it had no chance of recovery.  The teeth were yellow and very 
rounded, so she was old and was suffering from her injuries.  See photos. 
 
On the 7th of April 2020, I was called on the radio and told that Richard from Jabula Farm had 
been bitten by a poisonous snake.  I immediately organized an ambulance and then drove out to 
meet them.  It transpired that it was not a snake bite but Richards wife, Lisse that had been 
attacked and badly bitten by a hippo.  They had been inspecting the pipe that supplies water to 
the pool in the Ntsiri River in winter when a hippo ran out of the water and attacked Lisse.  
Richard and Lisse both were running to get away when Lisse fell in the sand on her back and the 
hippo chomped down on her arms which she had extended to try and push it away.  Richard ran 
back and was kicking, punching, and throwing sand at the hippo and fortunately it turned and 
ran back into the water.  Richard then had to help Lisse to safety at some rocks and collected his 
vehicle to transport her to get help.  I met up with them at the tar road and immediately applied 
first aid to Lisse who had been badly bitten on her arms.  Fortunately, no other wounds were 
visible on her torso and legs.  We then rushed down the Argyle Tar Road where we met the 
ambulance from Africa Safe T halfway.  They were still under the impression it was a snake bite 
and were horrified to see the massive wounds once we had unwrapped the bandages.  Once they 
knew it was a hippo and not a large snake that had inflicted the bites they got to work.  I helped 
them flush the wounds thoroughly and the paramedics redressed the wounds, put Lisse on a drip, 
gave her pain medication and treated her for shock.  She was taken to Tinswalo Hospital in 
Acornhoek where she was operated on and is making a good recovery. 
 
Wish you all well in your respective areas of lockdown and rest assured we are taking good care 
of your beloved Umbabat in your absence.  Look forward to welcoming you all back soon! 
 
Kindest regards 
 

 
Bryan Havemann 
Umbabat Private Nature Reserve Warden 
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Photographs April 2020 
 

  

A journey of giraffe wondering where all the people 

have gone? 

Lone buffalo bull enjoying the ample grazing. 

  

Nhlaralumi River north of the Ingwelala causeway. Water monitor lizard basking in the sun. 

  

Lisse from Jabula being attended to in the ambulance 

after being attacked by a hippo. 

Richard who is Lisse’s wife from Jabula showing where the 

hippo ran from the pool of water and attacked her. 
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We met the ambulance halfway on the Argyle tar road 

and handed Lisse to the paramedics. 

Richard chased the hippo away and then helped Lisse to the 

rocks, with the yellow line showing the route. 

  

Pied Kingfisher.  Malachite Kingfisher. 

  

Wild cucumber fruit. Wild Dagga plant growing in dense stands. 
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Lioness that was euthanised showing the horn wound 

on her left side. 

Lioness showing where her stomach was penetrated by a 

horn and her intestines hanging out on her right side. 

  

Kudu lily flowering in April.  These beautiful shrubs 

have very distinctive thorns. 

Impala lily flowering in April. 

  

Dark clouds just prior to the rain that we had in April.  

This rain has given the veld a welcome boost. 

Beautiful sunsets during the month of April with spectacular 

cloud formations and colours. 
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Numerous sightings of Ground Hornbills in April. Characteristic large bill that makes them such effective 

hunters and break exposed glass panes. 

  

Armour-plated cricket. Ground Longhorn beetle. 

  

Old buffalo bull lying in the plentiful grass. Impala ram with torn ear after the rut. 
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Wooley caterpillar looking a miniature dragon from 

Never-ending Story. 

Banded mongoose cooling off on the cement at the Warden 

office like a spatchcock chickens. 

  

Young male lion on tar road south of Ndlopfu turnoff. Same lone young male scent-marking on the Mopani. 

  

Lilac-breasted Roller looking pretty. Martial Eagle looking mean. 
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Wild dog drinking. Pack of 13 wild dogs on Tsiri River at Jabula Farm. 

  

Wooley-necked stork, Grey Heron and Spoonbill. Squacco Heron. 

  

Tawny Eagle. Immature Bateleur Eagle. 
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An old giraffe bull that was possibly struck by lightning 

on Ntsiri near Zebra Dam. 

The leg of a young giraffe that was caught by lions north of 

Beacon Boma. 

  

Abstract of tusk and trunk. White-backed Vultures alerting us to carcasses. 

  

Hammerkop checking out a small water monitor lizard. Spotted hyena looking back. 
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Beautiful old buffalo bull looking as if you owe it some 

money. 

Yellow-Billed Oxpecker on buffalo back. 

  

Southern White-Crowned Shrike. Grey Heron reflection. 

  

Impala ewe checking how the rams are fighting during 

the rutting period. 

Camera traps, casings, SD cards, python cables that were 

donated by Krista Krieger a Ntsiri member. 
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Disadvantaged children from the community waiting in 

an orderly line for food parcels. 

One of the grannies who is looking after the kids at home 

collecting her food in a wheelbarrow. 

  

Hippo looking docile in the water. Hippo kill more people in Africa than any other mammal. 

  

Perfect symmetry with two kudu bulls. Buffalo bull cooling down in the water. 

 


