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Introduction

Greetings to all the Umbabat members who will be reading this report in April 2020. Who would
have thought that life as we know it could have changed so drastically in such asphoet of

time with the spread of the GVID19 Coronairus not only in South Africaut across thevorld?

| have included a section in this report just as a reminder of how this all sialtegubsequent
spreadand how we were affected in the Umbabat.

During this month | was invited to attend the Lion Management Forum and where the Umbabat
was requested to become a membéfk/e also had a twalay Geographic Information System
(GIS) Workshop where people were noated from the different entities to attend and we
learnt through the QGIS platform. A new manager has started at our Noctuam security provider
and time was spent showing him the ropas the reserve

Very little rain fell this month and the veld is drying out with the gtassing yellow in the heat.

Time was spent with the Snapshot Safari representatives as they gathered the data and
replenished the batteries and SD cards. The Umbabat also receivefitst batch of camera
traps for counterpoaching work from the donation made by Ntsiri memderista Kieger.

QOVID19 Coronairus

Thefirst caseof someone suffering from@VID19¢g KA OK A a AK2NI F2NJ dO2 NP\
can be traced back ta7" of November 2019 according to media reports on unpublished
Chinese government data. The South China Morning Post, said Chinese authorities had identified
at least 266 people who otracted the virus last year and who came under medical surveillance,
and the earliest case was 17f November2019, weeks before authorities announced the
emergence of the new virug.he Chinese government was widely criticised over attempts to
cover up the outbreak in the early weeks, including crackdowns on doctors who tried to warn
colleagues about a newARSike virus which was emerging in tloity of Wuhan in Hubei
provincein China OnThursday the % of March 2020 the National Institué for Communicable
Diseases confirmed that a suspected case®@YID19 hal tested positivein South AfricaThe
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patientwas a 38yearold male who travelled to Italy with his wife. They were part of a group of
10 people and they arrived back in South Africatle® 15t of March 2020. This was thdirst
recorded case in South Africd@he patient consulted a private general ptisioner onthe 3¢
March2020Q with symptoms of fever, headache, malaise, a sore throat and a coligh Hilton
man from KZN has subsequently recoverdetesident Cyril Ramaphosa institutechational
lockdown in South Africa at 23:59 ofhursday the 28 of March 2020for a period of 21 days
This meanthat all nonessential businessesane closal to make sure that movement of people
was restricted. This had ramifications for the Umbabat Private Nature Resante members
who had plannd to come to the reserve had to cancel their planmst notably over the school
holidays and/or the Easter long weekend hose that were herafter the announcemenand
were able to get to their primary residence before the lockdown starthd so. Ousecurity
providers Noctuam and thembabatwardenin his roleare considered essential servicasd got
official government exemption with the required documentatjoso we carried on with our
official duties. Most of the share blocks sent their staffni and just kept a skeleton staff
component to keep things runninglhe National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD), a
division of the National Health Laboratory Servas pf 32 of March 2020 confirmed the total
number of COVIEL9 cases in South Ataat 1 353and 5deaths

UPNR Management Plan

Greg Martindale the Director of Conservation Outcomes consolidated the information received
from John Llewellyror the draft regional susmanagement plan for Ingwelaléhat will be an
annexure in the Umbabat Management Plan. John has beettuning this and ironing out any
discrepancies so that this can be used as the template for the rest of the entities within the
Umbabat as was agreed in thdanagement Plamorkshop held last year.

UmbabatSecurity& Related Issues

Hannes Britdhe acting manager for the Noctuam tealeft around midmonth. There was a
period of two weeks where the Sergeant fulfilled thmsanagementrole and then he was
temporarily relieved by Wilco Meyde head of Noctuam for a couple of day®n the Thursda
the 26" of March the new manager, Johan Luditook up his position the day before the
lockdown started. TheNoctuamfield rangerteams were briefed dailgnddeployedin the field,
before being rotated. The estimated distances patrolled per teaMarch2020were as follows:

Team | Week 1| Week 2| Week 3| Week 4| Total kms patrolled
N2 75 71 70 76 292

The total kilometregoveredby Noctuamvehiclesfor March 2020 was3926km.
Total kilometres for the Wardewehiclefor the month wasl286km.
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Ecologicamanagementand meetings
Rainfallmeasuredin March 2020 was7 mm at the Wardens houseThe abundant grass cover

has turned yellow after being scorched with some very hot days. On the day prior to the lockdown
the temperature wagl2°C but the nights remained relatively cooler.

Dr Michelle Henley from Elephants Alivaaranged with the variost APNR Wardens te-collar

some elephantsvhose current collar batteries were coming to the end of their life. Classic the
collard elephant bull was done on Timbavati and ¢éhephant bull Gower was next on Ndlopfu

in the SW corner near the tar road. The elephant bull when darted had moved over the cutline
into Klaserie but the Umbabat team helped wilie exercise. (See photos). NkomBaino NGO
represented by Willem Pieterson brought tourists who helped pay fordperation. Marc
Solomon from Ndlopfu who has sponsored collars before fomia& also able to attendn the

day.

The warden went out with John Peel and his assistant J&@s photos)to collect the
information from the camera traps that have been deygd by theSnapshot Safari projedhat

is been coordinated througBarah HuebnemResearch Manager, Snapshot SaResearcheat

the University of Minnesota Snapshot Safari project, estableghgrids of camera traps in
protected areas throughout easte and southern Africa, with most sites located in South Africa.
In collaboration withDr Mike Peel, cameralsave been set upt Balule, Klaserie, and Umbabat
in 2017 and a transect through Krugsdational Park was deploydatat aligns with the APNR
camera. Thecameras are intended for longerm ecological monitoringo provide more detail

on the status, welfare, and interactions of wildlife populations than can be accessed via aerial
surveys or ground transects. The cameras are checked exewyegks by John Peel, who relays
the data to Minnesotan the USA Once dlthe classifications are complete, the datéll be
returned to the Umbabatand Dr Mike Reel. We havealreadyreceived some of théistorical
predator data requested, from John Peel.

Philippa Kleyn a GIS specialpit together aworkshopto introduce the fundamentals of GIS as
well as basic spatial data analysis and map productmthe warden and the various managers
within the Umbabat. (See photo). The workshop was held in the Ingwelala Board Room over two
days and was very intense. This &kal that is severely lacking in the Umbabat angpiéneda

whole new world, layer upon layer.

A geographic information system (GI&)a computer system for capturing, storing, checking,

YR RAZLIEF@Ay3 REGE NBEFGSR (i 2mdnekinds b g 2 v

one map, such abush roadsbuildings and vegetation. This enables to more easily see,
analyze, and understand patterns and relationshipgaving agrid of camera trapsn the
Umbabat and looking at the predator photos for example caowrlaidwith sightings made by
game drive vehiclesvegetation, water points etc. Counterpoaching and other security
applications are also possible
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Maps are the geographic container for the data layers and analytics you want to work with. GIS
maps are easily shared and embedded in apps, and accessible by virtually everyone, everywhere
GIS integratesnany kinds ofdata layers using spatial location. Most data has a geographic
compment. GIS data includes imagery, features, &®ade mapdinked to spreadsheets and
tables.

Data source Data layers
Street data =

v
Buildings data “ e : -

Vegggatign data s
v

Integrated data

The Umbabat warden received afficial invitation to theLion Management Forum (LiMF)
Meeting being held at the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve Headquarters, in the Graeme Naylor
Museum during this month. This isharitable trust that is very well represented and the
'Yolold KIa 0SSy AY@GAGSR (2 0S0O02YSalyaCUiSNE2YE
2N 2NBFYAT FGA2Yy GKFEG Aa FOGAGSte Ay@2t @SR oAGH
The meeting was very well attended by government and private organizdtmmsall over South
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Africa. Samantha Nicholson from EWT is their Sogei®fficerand African Lion Database
Coordinatorand apart from LiIMF is also eember of the African Lion Working Graigamantha
has asked that we as the Umbabat help fill in the African lmpufationand mortalitytemplate.
Historical data will make gossible to assess national trends for lipasddatafor lions that have
been killed through anthropogenic causes

Vision of LiIMF0dThe managed lion population of South Africa is a robust lion population that
contributes to the welbeing ofpeoplet.

Mission of LiMF:dTo provide a platform for the development and sharing of best practice
guidelines for managed lions in South Africa through facilitating relevant research, risks
assessments and soes@onomic development initiativés

There wasalso a lateMopani worm outbreakin March in limited numbers. (See photos).
Fundraising and Partner Opportunities

The camera traps and all the accessories that were sponsored by Kregfer Kom Ntsiri arrived

at the end of the month. These will hesed in our countepoaching efforts as they are black
flash cameras that cannot be detected at night. Thesedbihe-range Spartan camera traps
were supplied byChris Pearson who is well known in the industry and gave us a very good deal.
These are dedated counterpoaching unitsvhichwill of course also record any wildlife passing

by and will become part of the proposed predator research camera trap program, when we can
get the funds raised fahe balance of the camera traps.

lan Fullerfrom Mansimwla has kindlydonated a Cogswell & Harrison .375 H & H riftethe
Umbabat Warden. The license for this rifle came through this month. (See photo).

SustainableUtilisation and Animal Control

Due to themeasures that were taken due the GQVID19 Corona Virus, lauffalo huntthat was

scheduled to have taken plabad to be cancellediue to the travel ban of international tourists.

The APNR reserves will request that the outstanding hunting quota biedawver into the next
aSlhazyQa ljd20l > a2 Gfaed GKS LISNXYAGa OFy 06S Aa
After numerous attemptso chase ando keep someslephant bulls out of Ingwelala camghere

they were causing infrastructure damagehelicopter was usedo push the two main culprits

north into the Kruger National Park. A young genet was rescued after being abanaiodedll

be rdeased once strong enougls well as a squirréhat is being rehabilitated by K&y at Kings

Canp where she rundVild Dreams Rehabilitation(See photok

Kindest regards

‘rl'l:' b }

Bryan Havemann
Umbabat Private Nature Reserve Warden
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Photraphsl\/l arch2020

A hive of activity once the elephant is down to get Dr Michelle Henley assisted by Joel attaching the new co
measurements, samples etc. to the elephant bull.

The Vet Dr Hamish Currie monitoring the elephant b Ronnie from Elephants Alive ensuring that the satellite
in its tranquilized state. receiver portion of the collar stays on the top.

Klaserie warden Colin Rowels and Umbabat warde Umbabat warden chatting with WillefRieterson from
keeping a watchful eye during the elephant recollarinr  NkombeRhino who had brought donors to the elephant
recollaring.
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Reddish colour on another Mopani wommoving between
flush. trees.

Male Doublebanded Sand Grous® the gravel road Female Doubloanded Sand Groussicking very close to its
and only flying at the last minute mate and very camouflaged against the gravel
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