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Warden Monthly Report for March 2020 

Bryan Havemann 

Introduction 
Greetings to all the Umbabat members who will be reading this report in April 2020.  Who would 
have thought that life as we know it could have changed so drastically in such a short space of 
time with the spread of the COVID-19 Coronavirus not only in South Africa, but across the world? 
I have included a section in this report just as a reminder of how this all started, the subsequent 
spread and how we were affected in the Umbabat. 
 
During this month I was invited to attend the Lion Management Forum and where the Umbabat 
was requested to become a member. We also had a two-day Geographic Information System 
(GIS) Workshop where people were nominated from the different entities to attend and we 
learnt through the QGIS platform. A new manager has started at our Noctuam security provider 
and time was spent showing him the ropes on the reserve. 
 
Very little rain fell this month and the veld is drying out with the grass turning yellow in the heat. 
Time was spent with the Snapshot Safari representatives as they gathered the data and 
replenished the batteries and SD cards.  The Umbabat also received our first batch of camera 
traps for counter-poaching work from the donation made by Ntsiri member, Krista Krieger. 
 
COVID-19 Coronavirus 
The first case of someone suffering from COVID-19 which is short for “coronavirus disease 2019” 
can be traced back to 17th of November 2019, according to media reports on unpublished 
Chinese government data.  The South China Morning Post, said Chinese authorities had identified 
at least 266 people who contracted the virus last year and who came under medical surveillance, 
and the earliest case was 17th of November 2019, weeks before authorities announced the 
emergence of the new virus. The Chinese government was widely criticised over attempts to 
cover up the outbreak in the early weeks, including crackdowns on doctors who tried to warn 
colleagues about a new SARS-like virus which was emerging in the city of Wuhan in Hubei 
province in China.  On Thursday the 5th of March 2020, the National Institute for Communicable 
Diseases confirmed that a suspected case of COVID-19 had tested positive in South Africa. The 
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patient was a 38-year-old male who travelled to Italy with his wife. They were part of a group of 
10 people and they arrived back in South Africa on the 1st of March 2020.  This was the first 
recorded case in South Africa. The patient consulted a private general practitioner on the 3rd 
March 2020, with symptoms of fever, headache, malaise, a sore throat and a cough.  The Hilton 
man from KZN has subsequently recovered.  President Cyril Ramaphosa instituted a national 
lockdown in South Africa at 23:59 on Thursday the 26th of March 2020 for a period of 21 days. 
This meant that all non-essential businesses were closed to make sure that movement of people 
was restricted.  This had ramifications for the Umbabat Private Nature Reserve and members 
who had planned to come to the reserve had to cancel their plans, most notably over the school 
holidays and/or the Easter long weekend.  Those that were here after the announcement and 
were able to get to their primary residence before the lockdown started, did so.  Our security 
providers Noctuam and the Umbabat warden in his role are considered essential services and got 
official government exemption with the required documentation, so we carried on with our 
official duties.  Most of the share blocks sent their staff home and just kept a skeleton staff 
component to keep things running.  The National Institute for Communicable Diseases (NICD), a 
division of the National Health Laboratory Service, as of 31st of March 2020, confirmed the total 
number of COVID-19 cases in South Africa at 1 353 and 5 deaths.  
 
UPNR Management Plan 
Greg Martindale the Director of Conservation Outcomes consolidated the information received 
from John Llewellyn for the draft regional sub-management plan for Ingwelala that will be an 
annexure in the Umbabat Management Plan.  John has been fine-tuning this and ironing out any 
discrepancies so that this can be used as the template for the rest of the entities within the 
Umbabat as was agreed in the Management Plan workshop held last year. 
 
Umbabat Security & Related Issues  
Hannes Brits the acting manager for the Noctuam team left around mid-month.  There was a 
period of two weeks where the Sergeant fulfilled this management role and then he was 
temporarily relieved by Wilco Meyer the head of Noctuam for a couple of days.  On the Thursday 
the 26th of March the new manager, Johan Ludik took up his position the day before the 
lockdown started.  The Noctuam field ranger teams were briefed daily and deployed in the field, 
before being rotated. The estimated distances patrolled per team in March 2020 were as follows: 
 

Team Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total kms patrolled 

N2 75 71 70 76 292 

 
The total kilometres covered by Noctuam vehicles for March 2020 was 3926 km. 
Total kilometres for the Warden vehicle for the month was 1286 km.   
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Ecological management and meetings 
Rainfall measured in March 2020 was 7 mm at the Wardens house.  The abundant grass cover 

has turned yellow after being scorched with some very hot days. On the day prior to the lockdown 

the temperature was 42° C, but the nights remained relatively cooler. 

Dr Michelle Henley from Elephants Alive arranged with the various APNR Wardens to re-collar 

some elephants whose current collar batteries were coming to the end of their life.  Classic the 

collard elephant bull was done on Timbavati and the elephant bull Gower was next on Ndlopfu 

in the SW corner near the tar road.  The elephant bull when darted had moved over the cutline 

into Klaserie but the Umbabat team helped with the exercise. (See photos).  Nkombe-Rhino NGO 

represented by Willem Pieterson brought tourists who helped pay for the operation.  Marc 

Solomon from Ndlopfu who has sponsored collars before for EA, was also able to attend on the 

day.  

The warden went out with John Peel and his assistant Jakes (see photos) to collect the 

information from the camera traps that have been deployed by the Snapshot Safari project that 

is been coordinated through Sarah Huebner, Research Manager, Snapshot Safari Researcher at 

the University of Minnesota.  Snapshot Safari project, established grids of camera traps in 

protected areas throughout eastern and southern Africa, with most sites located in South Africa. 

In collaboration with Dr Mike Peel, cameras have been set up at Balule, Klaserie, and Umbabat 

in 2017 and a transect through Kruger National Park was deployed that aligns with the APNR 

cameras. The cameras are intended for long-term ecological monitoring to provide more detail 

on the status, welfare, and interactions of wildlife populations than can be accessed via aerial 

surveys or ground transects. The cameras are checked every 6-8 weeks by John Peel, who relays 

the data to Minnesota in the USA. Once all the classifications are complete, the data will be 

returned to the Umbabat and Dr Mike Peel.  We have already received some of the historical 

predator data requested, from John Peel.  

Philippa Kleyn a GIS specialist put together a workshop to introduce the fundamentals of GIS as 

well as basic spatial data analysis and map production, to the warden and the various managers 

within the Umbabat. (See photo).  The workshop was held in the Ingwelala Board Room over two 

days and was very intense.  This is a skill that is severely lacking in the Umbabat and it opened a 

whole new world, layer upon layer. 

A geographic information system (GIS) is a computer system for capturing, storing, checking, 

and displaying data related to positions on Earth’s surface. GIS can show many kinds of data on 

one map, such as bush roads, buildings, and vegetation. This enables us to more easily see, 

analyze, and understand patterns and relationships. Having a grid of camera traps on the 

Umbabat and looking at the predator photos for example can be overlaid with sightings made by 

game drive vehicles, vegetation, water points etc.  Counter-poaching and other security 

applications are also possible    
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Maps are the geographic container for the data layers and analytics you want to work with. GIS 

maps are easily shared and embedded in apps, and accessible by virtually everyone, everywhere. 

GIS integrates many kinds of data layers using spatial location. Most data has a geographic 

component. GIS data includes imagery, features, and base maps linked to spreadsheets and 

tables. 

 

 

The Umbabat warden received an official invitation to the Lion Management Forum (LiMF) 

Meeting being held at the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve Headquarters, in the Graeme Naylor 

Museum during this month.  This is charitable trust that is very well represented and the 

Umbabat has been invited to become a “Full Member” which is the category where “Any person 

or organization that is actively involved with the management of managed wild lion populations”.  

The meeting was very well attended by government and private organizations from all over South 
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Africa.  Samantha Nicholson from EWT is their Science Officer and African Lion Database 

Coordinator and apart from LiMF is also a member of the African Lion Working Group. Samantha 

has asked that we as the Umbabat help fill in the African lion population and mortality template. 

Historical data will make it possible to assess national trends for lions, and data for lions that have 

been killed through anthropogenic causes.   

Vision of LiMF: “The managed lion population of South Africa is a robust lion population that 

contributes to the well-being of people”. 

Mission of LiMF: “To provide a platform for the development and sharing of best practice 

guidelines for managed lions in South Africa through facilitating relevant research, risks 

assessments and socio-economic development initiatives”. 

There was also a late Mopani worm outbreak in March in limited numbers. (See photos). 

Fundraising and Partner Opportunities  

The camera traps and all the accessories that were sponsored by Krista Krieger from Ntsiri arrived 

at the end of the month.  These will be used in our counter-poaching efforts as they are black 

flash cameras that cannot be detected at night.  These top-of-the-range Spartan camera traps 

were supplied by Chris Pearson who is well known in the industry and gave us a very good deal. 

These are dedicated counter-poaching units which will of course also record any wildlife passing 

by and will become part of the proposed predator research camera trap program, when we can 

get the funds raised for the balance of the camera traps. 

Ian Fuller from Mansimvula has kindly donated a Cogswell & Harrison .375 H & H rifle to the 

Umbabat Warden.  The license for this rifle came through this month. (See photo). 

Sustainable Utilisation and Animal Control 
Due to the measures that were taken due to the COVID-19 Corona Virus, a buffalo hunt that was 
scheduled to have taken place had to be cancelled due to the travel ban of international tourists.  
The APNR reserves will request that the outstanding hunting quota be carried over into the next 
season’s quota, so that the permits can be issued later. 
After numerous attempts to chase and to keep some elephant bulls out of Ingwelala camp where 
they were causing infrastructure damage, a helicopter was used to push the two main culprits 
north into the Kruger National Park. A young genet was rescued after being abandoned and will 
be released once strong enough as well as a squirrel that is being rehabilitated by Hayley at Kings 
Camp where she runs Wild Dreams Rehabilitation.  (See photos). 
 
Kindest regards 
 

 
Bryan Havemann 
Umbabat Private Nature Reserve Warden 
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Photographs March 2020 

  

A hive of activity once the elephant is down to get 

measurements, samples etc. 

Dr Michelle Henley assisted by Joel attaching the new collar 

to the elephant bull. 

  

The Vet Dr Hamish Currie monitoring the elephant bull 

in its tranquilized state. 

Ronnie from Elephants Alive ensuring that the satellite 

receiver portion of the collar stays on the top. 

  

Klaserie warden Colin Rowels and Umbabat warden 

keeping a watchful eye during the elephant recollaring. 

Umbabat warden chatting with Willem Pieterson from 

Nkombe-Rhino who had brought donors to the elephant 

recollaring. 
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Yellow Commelina flower Commelina africana Mauve morning glory Ipomea crassipes. 

  

Mopani worm crossing to other trees during the March 

flush. 

Reddish colour on another Mopani worm moving between 

trees. 

  

Male Double-banded Sand Grouse on the gravel road 

and only flying at the last minute. 

Female Double-banded Sand Grouse sticking very close to its 

mate and very camouflaged against the gravel. 
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Column of Matabele ants returning from a raid. Matabele ants respecting the Toyota Hilux of the Umbabat 

Warden and getting off the road. 

  

Stunning colours of a hairy caterpillar seen. This large insect is a Bark Katydid. 

  

John Peel from Snapshot Safari collecting photo data 

from the camera traps on the Umbabat. 

John and Jakes using a board as a reference when they have 

replaced the SD card and replaced the batteries and they use 

the camera trap to record the first photo. 
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Resetting the camera trap for the next 2-3-month stint. At another site using the camera trap to photograph the 

location, date and time for the next phase. 

  

Large Walker’s Owl Moth. Face of the Walker’s Owl Moth. 

  

Lindsey Jones photographing the lionesses and cub. Three adult lionesses and the cub. 
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European swallow on the power lines. Red-backed shrike were seen often this month. 

  

One of the elephant bulls causing havoc inside 

Ingwelala camp. 

Jana Meyer in her Robinson R44 helicopter herding the 

elephants in a northerly direction. 

  

Herding the pachyderms like naughty sheep. Chris Mayes from Ingwelala flying with Jana showing her the 

route the elephants need to take. 
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Golden-orb female spider on web. Zebra jumping spider with a bug as prey. 

  

Common Spear Grass Heteropogon contortus forming 

these knots as the seeds turn into one another when 

wet. 

Fungi growing on a dead Mopani log. 

  

Young genet eye-balling the warden. Young squirrel abandoned by its mother. 
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Black-headed Heron sunning itself at a pan. Green-backed Heron looking for snacks at the water. 

  

Philippa Kleyn giving the two-day GIS course to the 

managers of the Umbabat entities. 

A short shower of rain produced this rainbow in March. 

  

Red-billed ox-pecker drinking water from a hippo head. Large Yellow Wild Hibiscus Hibiscis calyphyllus. 
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Ruby Gnidia a delicate grouping of colours. A mauve flower of the Bush Violet Baleria obtuse. 

  

Bushveld orange-tip Colotis paliene male butterfly. Brown-veined white Belenois aurota butterfly. 

  

Common Grass Yellow Butterfly Eurema hecabe. Christmas-tree Acraea Acraea anemosa male butterfly. 
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Blacksmith Lapwing catching lunch in a pan. This plant with distinctive pods is Crotalaria schinzii. 

  

From the Daisy family this is a Wing-stemmed daisy 

Calostephane divaricate. 

A Rain Locust feeding on a plant. 

  

Lion Management Forum meeting held at Timbavati 

museum. 

Samantha Nicholson giving feedback on the African Lion 

database at the LiMF workshop. 

 

 


