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Warden Monthly Report for May 2020 

Bryan Havemann 

Introduction 
 
During these unprecedented times of the lockdown due to the COVID-19 Pandemic the 

economy has been hard hit, and this has had a negative cascading effect.  All wardenship 

expenses, including salary have been restructured and various other cost-saving measures have 

been implemented. Spending is continuously monitored and prioritized. 

 

I have reached out to other organizations that could potentially assist the Umbabat such as the 
Global Conservation Corps (GCC) with the founder Matt Lindenberg visiting this month.  They 
have offered to help fund training of field rangers and assist with selective counter-poaching 
equipment.  Contact was also made with Frontier Collective who will be doing a specialized 
assessment for the Umbabat in June 2020.  More detail of this collaboration next month. 
 
No rain fell this month and the grass sward has dried out turning the characteristic yellow.  The 
tree leaves have also started turning with the distinctive autumn hue is evident.  Colder nights 
and mild days have been very welcome.  I gave feedback to the Ingwelala Board during their 
Board meeting held on Saturday the 23rd.  I also had weekly Zoom meetings with the Umbabat 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman.  
 
COVID-19 Coronavirus 
 
From the 1st of May 2020 Level 4 was implemented with some concessions for workers to return 
under strict conditions with a third of the workforce allowed back, but nobody over sixty years 
old or anyone with underlying health conditions. The National Institute for Communicable 
Diseases (NICD), a division of the National Health Laboratory Service, as of 31st of May 2020, 
confirmed the total number of COVID-19 cases in South Africa at 32 683 and 683 deaths.  
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The Umbabat Chairman and Vice-Chairman and the warden have been part of the Greater Kruger 
COVID-19 partnership platform where through Zoom meetings we are discussing all matters 
relevant to the pandemic and the collective response.  On Friday the 15th of May 2020 there was 
a meeting.  It has been facilitated by WWF-SA Khetha Project and SANParks upper management.  
All government departments, NGO’s, private reserves, community forums and other 
stakeholders are involved.  We have had feedback on the devastating effect the lockdown has 
had on the tourism industry both in the National Parks and the Private Reserves as well as the 
knock-on effect with all other related industries.  There will be a phased approach to open up as 
the threat of COVID-19 diminishes. 
 
UPNR Management Plan and Regional Greater Kruger Area events 
 
The share block managers are working on their regional annexures to the management plan with 
the Ingwelala template being used as a reference document.  Once the lockdown restrictions are 
lifted the stakeholder engagement meetings will be held for the Associated Private Nature 
Reserves and the Umbabat will be part of this. 
 
I presented a Webinar in the first week of May to the MBA Conservation students from the 
African Leadership School of Wildlife Conservation on conservation area management with a 
focus on the private nature reserves role and the importance of proper planning.  This was very 
well received with good interaction with students world-wide. 
 
Umbabat Security & Related Issues  
 
Johan Ludik the Noctuam Field Manager managed the Noctuam staff throughout the month of 
May.  He was to have taken a two-week break, but he declined opting to rather stay behind and 
ensure that the Umbabat was looked after during lockdown. The Noctuam field ranger teams 
were briefed daily and deployed in the field, before being rotated. The estimated distances 
patrolled per team in May 2020 were as follows: 
 

Team Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total kms patrolled 

N2 75 71 70 76 292 

 
The total kilometres covered by Noctuam vehicles for May 2020 was 2980 km. 
Total kilometres for the Warden vehicle for the May 2020 was 1058 km.   
 
Ecological management and meetings 
 
Rainfall measured in May 2020 was 0 mm at the Wardens house. The trees leaves have started 

dropping and the grass is turning yellow. The daily temperatures were in the upper twenties with 

only a few days exceeding thirty degrees and the nights remained relatively cooler.   

There are still many elephants on the reserve and the cows in the elephant breeding herds have 

been particularly aggressive with incidents reported over the month of some serious charges. 
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Camera traps have been set out at various locations on the reserve and some interesting photos 

were taken.  (See the photo section at the end of the report).  A young kudu bull with incredible 

markings was photographed and it looked almost like a cross between a Kudu and a Nyala.  After 

verifying with an antelope specialist, he said it was just an interesting colour variation. 

The Klipspringers are also not often seen and this past month those at Ntsiri HQ and some on 

adjoining farms were seen regularly.  See photos.  During the annual aerial census, they are 

difficult to spot and normally not counted. 

Dr Mike Peel has completed the Annual Report for the Associated Private Nature Reserves 

(APNR) which is available on the website for more in-depth analysis.  The provision of artificial 

water results in water dependent animals remaining in areas that they would normally have 

vacated during certain times of the year.  The effect of high impact herbivore species such as 

elephant must be considered as declines in the grass layer indicate that while rainfall drives the 

system, grazing pressure can ultimately compromise the composition and vigour (distance and 

tuft) of the individual grass plants.  Therefore, in addition to animal number manipulation, the 

judicious use of fire, bush thinning and the rotation of water points should be used to manage 

herbivore distribution and impact.    

The following extracts highlight some of the interesting facts pertaining to the Umbabat: 

 

Table 1:  This clearly shows that the past 5 years have been well below the mean and that we 

were in a drought period. A drought is defined as being a rainfall season in which less than 75% 

of the mean annual rainfall is received. 
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Table 2:  In terms of perennial cover (distance) measures, there was a general across the board 

improvement indicating that the perennial grass tufts were closer together. 

 

Table 3: The grass standing crop was low which is what is left after utilization. Grass standing crop 

measurements have important implications for grazing and fire management.  A forage flow 

estimate was thus made for the Umbabat based on the animal numbers obtained from the 

annual game count and results indicate that we did not fall below the ‘grazing stress’ line in 2019, 

but along with the Klaserie the Umbabat had the least reserves. 

 

Table 4:  Tree density varies across the different areas, with fluctuations broadly corresponding 

to ‘wet’ (decreased density –with an increase in competition with the perennial grass 

component) and ‘dry’ (increase in density).  The Umbabat density has been relatively stable since 

early 2000’s with increases in dry periods.  

 

Table 5: Tree canopy has fluctuated in a 5% range in the Umbabat since the late 1990’s. 
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The severity of elephant impact ranked on a seven-point scale indicates that the percentage of 

trees NOT impacted upon for the Umbabat was 69% (previous 67% - mean 75%) indicating 

continued high levels of impact – mortality 2.2% (previous 1.5%).  Of further interest is the fact 

that the Umbabat has a lighter elephant density than the rest of the APNR reserves but a much 

higher bull density, supporting the idea that bull elephants generally have a greater impact on 

the tree layer.   

For the effective management of the Umbabat, it is vital to count the animals on a regular basis. 

These estimates are critical for calculations relating to herbivore carrying/grazing capacity and 

stocking rate and the effect of their utilisation on the habitat. No form of wildlife management is 

possible without reliable information regarding herbivore numbers.    

The strength of the APNR is that it is ‘unfenced’ and relatively large, and animals are free to move 

to areas with better forage resources – which appears to have happened to an extent. Water 

dependent species (e.g. impala and wildebeest) are however generally sedentary and often do 

not move in response to diminishing resources (unlike species such as buffalo and elephant). 

Therefore, even though the APNR system is relatively large and ‘open’ (although this is not 

entirely true as there are still fences, people and management that restrict unlimited movement) 

drought has an impact on the herbivore component. Water provision re-scales the area such that 

it functions at much smaller spatial scales. This is particularly relevant where the water situation 

between the APNR and Kruger National Park (KNP) remains completely unbalanced. 

 

Fundraising and Partner Opportunities  

Up until the 25th of May 2020, Lindsey was able to raise R95 000 for food parcels for 250 families 

in the rural villages. Another 1000 e-pap porridge meals were donated for the daily feeding 

scheme for the children from Nkombe-Rhino NGO run by Joe and Willem Pietersen. Lindsey also 

organised for fruit to be donated by local farmers. Lindsey has facilitated a broader involvement 

with other stakeholders for the South African Medical Expedition (SAME) which is a Non-Profit 

Organisation (NPO), that has been used as the conduit to get the food to the most desperate 

communities.  Umbabat members have continued to support this initiative for which we are 

incredibly grateful. We still require ongoing donations and blankets and other winter garments, 

especially for the children.  A GoFundMe page has been set up and the link can be found on the 

Umbabat Facebook page and group.  

Contact was made with Global Conservation Corps (GCC) to assist with field ranger training and 

possible other donations.   Matt Lindenberg the Founder came through for a site visit during 

May.  They are finishing up the feature movie “Rhino Man” which highlights the role that field 

rangers play in the war against rhino poachers.  Click on the following link to see the trailer: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaBEVpaOr1U   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaBEVpaOr1U
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Global Conservation Corps works in areas of high conservation priority to identify passionate 

young people, nurture that passion on a weekly basis, and strengthen leadership and mentorship. 

Most importantly, they work with community partners to identify higher learning opportunities 

and jobs in conservation upon graduation, so the best-suited graduates are matched with the 

best job for them.  The Umbabat is looking to strengthen our collaboration with GCC. 

 

During May 2020, I contacted Andrew Crichton from Frontier Collection, the previously named 

Veterans for Wildlife organisation to see how they could possibly assist the Umbabat with taking 

our field ranger ecological and counter-poaching initiative forward into the future.  After a couple 

of Zoom meetings, they agreed to come and do a comprehensive assessment of the Umbabat in 

June 2020.  We look forward to collaborating with them and the following is an overview of what 

they do: 

 

Frontier delivers outstanding effects-based solutions where they are needed most, by helping 

their partners and beneficiaries to shape, develop and support bespoke capabilities. Frontier is 

playing a critical role in the ongoing prevention of wildlife crime across the African continent. As 

enablers and force-multipliers, they assist individuals and organisations to do more with less. 

They work in partnership with local stakeholders to save endangered species and protect wild 

places.  Their website is www.frontierco.org  if you want more information. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.frontierco.org/
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Sustainable Utilisation and Animal Control 

Because of the lockdown regulations there was no sustainable utilisation that took place in May.  
There was however a concession in the Level 3 regulations starting from the 1st of June 2020 that 
would allow for subsistence hunting meaning that impala could be hunted for rations by 
landowners.  The application process through the electronic NIPAS system through the 
Mpumalanga authorities has been hampered due to the lockdown and no permits were issued 
in May, but this will hopefully improve. 
 
A small elephant breeding herd with a tiny calf has moved onto the Ingwelala property during 
May.  There is also a bachelor group of elephant bulls that have been wreaking havoc on 
infrastructure, not the least of which has been the water supply to the warden office.  Many trees 
have also been pushed over and the Ingwelala staff have had to chase the elephant bulls out 
almost daily, so that repairs can be made to the fence. They continue to gain access somehow.  
 
I hope that you are finding some relief as the lockdown regulations are lowered and getting back 
to a semblance of order and normality.  We do look forward to the time when the travel 
restrictions are lifted, and you can access your homes in the Umbabat.  Stay safe! 
 
Kindest regards 
 

 
Bryan Havemann 
Umbabat Private Nature Reserve Warden 
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Photographs May 2020 
 

  

Old male lion known as Hondo seen on Ntsiri. His companion known as Xantshema with him on Ntsiri. 

  

Giraffe killed by lions on Jabula Farm. Lindsey checking out elephant bull at Warden house. 

  

African Hawk-Eagle.  African Fish Eagle. 
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Southern African Rock Python laying in pool of water 

waiting to ambush unsuspecting bird or mammal. 

Same snake turning round heading for deeper water. 

  

Another Southern African Rock Python seen on the 

Argyle tar road. 

Beautiful colours of this python as it moves through the grass. 

  

Little hopper on Hilux windscreen. Giant Jewel beetle. 
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Pack of 17 wild dogs near Enkhulu Gate with Timbavati 

Field Rangers waiting for them to move off. 

Difference in wild dog colours, this one with an even spread of 

light and dark colours. 

  

A wild dog with much lighter colours. A wild dog with much darker colours. 

  

Global Conservation Corps with Noctuam Field Rangers. Global Conservation Corps founder Matt Lindenberg with 

Umbabat Warden at the Kruger boundary. 



11 | P a g e  
 

  

Matt and John from GCC in a reflective mood. The Lydenburg Toyota sponsored Hilux earning its keep with 

John and Matt on the Umbabat/Kruger boundary. 

  

Giraffe legs captured on a Camera Trap this month. Giraffe inspecting a Camera Trap attached higher on a tree. 

  

Nyala Bull caught on a Camera Trap. Young Kudu Bull on camera trap with very striking colours. 

Initially thought it could possibly be a Kudu/Nyala cross. 



12 | P a g e  
 

  

Young Nyala ewe seen on Ingwelala. Young Dwarf Mongoose enjoying the last rays of sun. 

  

Lioness keeping a beady eye on her zebra carcass. Lioness feeding on a zebra that was killed on the Argyle tar road 

between the Warden house and the Jabula farm turnoff. 

  

Saddle Bill Stork male and female feeding in a pool near 

the Ingwelala causeway over the Nhlaralumi. 

Camera Trap photo of a lactating elephant cow feeding in the 

tree where the camera trap was attached. 
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Camera Trap photo of a zebra cavorting on the plain. Journey of giraffe in the Tsiri Riverbed. 

  

One tusk elephant bull at the Umbabat Warden office in 

the Ingwelala camp.  

Two buffalo bulls looking like the front one has a curved horn on 

its nose. 

  

Richard’s wife Lisse who has fully recovered from the 

hippo attack, showing her scars on left arm. 

Lisse’s right hand scar from the hippo attack.  She is back at her 

post on Jabula Farm. 
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Meeting with the Houtbosrand Section Ranger in the 

Kruger at his home. 

View of the Timbavati River from the Houtbosrand Ranger 

house. 

  

Red-Billed Hornbill. Yellow-Billed Hornbill. 

  

Klipspringer on a rock at Ntsiri HQ. Klipspringer portrait showing beautiful inner ear patterns. 
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Lots of small buffalo calves in the buffalo herds. Fish Eagle fishing in a pool with the two Saddle Bill storks. 

  

Kudu cow checking out the camera trap. Showing her side view with the rest of the herd behind. 

  

Waterbuck at the camera trap. Elephant herd caught on the camera trap. 



16 | P a g e  
 

  

Impala ram checking out the camera trap. Genet passing the camera trap at night. 

  

Hippo have moved into the pool at the Ingwelala 

causeway over the Nhlaralumi River. 

An elephant breeding herd drinking at the pool on the 

Nhlaralumi River near Ingwelala causeway bridge. 

  

Woolly-Necked storks feeding with a Saddle-Bill stork. Baboon approaching the camera trap. 

 


